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ADVERTIS EVENT. 


72 HES E flain, pious and chriſtian 
Diſcourſes are the Production of a female 
Pen, the Author of ſeveral ſmall valuable 
Tracts, particularly, a Diſcourſe concer- 
ning Compaſſion due to the brute Creation, 
a ſecond Edition of which was printed in 
1768, and is now become very ſcarce. 


The worthy Author, though fhe is far 
advanced in Years, continues to ſpend the 
prencipal Part of her Time in reading, Stu- 
dy and writing; and fhe appears jincerely 
defirous to do all in her Power for the Inte- 
reft of Piety, Virtue and N 


THE EDITOR. 


ROMANS, XII, 2. 
Be not conformed to this world, but be ye 
transformed, by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove what is that 


good, and acceptable, and Beer will 
7 God. 


HE ſundamental and peculiar diſtinction be- 


tween the Heathen and the Chriſtian is, in 


the words of the text, clearly alluded to, and in 
_'effe@-ſummed up. The practice of the heathen 
world debaſed mankind, even in ſome reſpetts; be- 
low the brutiſh herd: whereas, the grand deſign 
of the chriſtian religion is — to refine and raiſe 
human nature to as great degrees of perfection as 
it is capable of, — to render mortals capable of im- 


mortality, by forming them into the reſemblance of 
the God of heaven, 


More particularly, this is the plain purport of 


that glorious exhortation in the text; — Be not con- 
formed to this world: but be ye transformed by the YC 
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newing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that 
good and acceptable and perfect will of God: that is, 
(as this exhortation was delivered to Heathens, 
converted to the chriſtian fauh ) “ as you are now 
become the ſeparate and peculiar people of God, 
do not mix yourſelves again with a profane, wick- 
© ed and ignorant world; do not conform to the 
vicious cuſtoms, taſte and examples thereof; but 
© be ye changed into new creatures, in Chriſt Je- 
„ ſus, by receiving better principles and habits of 
* mind; that you may be able to recommend to 
20 others that courſe of life which 1s good, juſt and 
« true, moſt pleaſing and acceptable to God, and 
* whereby you ſhall be accompliſhed in every part 
„ol the divine life.“ 


It was the judicious remark of an excellent di- 
vine, that authority and cuſtom, when due conſide- 
ration is wanting, ate too apt to reconcile our minds 
to ſeveral things that will not bear a rational exami- 
nation. From what other cauſe can it proceed, 
that not only ſober, but even' pious perſons, al- 
though they very juſtly condemn the fins of adul- 
tery, fornication, and all other acts of impurity, as 
works of the fleſh, and ſtrictly forbidden by the 
pure laws of Jeſus Chriſt ; yet, at the ſame time, 
encourage pomp and vanity : which, with a mind 
free from partiality and prejudice, will be found 

direttly 


1 


directly contrary to the deſign. of the goſpel, * 
incompatible with its ſublime and heavenly pre- 
cepts? For we are told by St. Fohn, 1 ep. ii, 16, 
that the luſt of the eye, and the pride of life, as well as 
the luſt of the fleſh are not of the Father. but of the 
world, (the wicked world; not of God's making, 
but effected by the corrupt inventions of men) and 
enter into the hearts of depraved mortals for vio- 
lence and deſtruttion ; for according to St. James, 
they proceed from the luſts that war in our members. 
From whence come wars and conteſts, deceit, ſtrife; 
and violence, and every evil work? Is it not va- 
nity and the pride of life that prevail wich men to 
give up their integrity, and even fruſtrate ( if I may 
ſo ſpeak) the appointments of a gracious provi- 
dence; by taking away the ſheaf from the hungry, 
and the garment: from the poor, that they them- 
ſelves may be clothed in purple, and fare Jumpin 
_ day. 1 


11 10 us here pauſe awhile to reflect a little on the 
prodigious abuſe and miſery, introduced through 
the luſt of power, pomp and luxury, by the vain 
glorious ſons of pride and folly, What elſe is the 
cauſe that ſo many worthy families, friends to all 
around them, are now themſelves reduced to a 
ſcanty portion, and are compelled to withold their 
liberal hand ? That many induſtrious people can- 
B 2 | not 


[8]. 
hot obtain a ſufficiency, and though they work, they 
cannot comfortably eat? That the young children 
cry for bread, and the poor parent breaketh it not 
- Unto them? 


In this affeQing view let every ſerious perſon 
judge, if a world thus big with evil is fit for him 
to be conformed to ; a world contriving every day 
for diſſipation of ſerious thought, through which 
the Devil's kingdom is eretted. O my ſoul, coun- 
tenance not their evil by any kind of fimilarity, left 
thou partake with them in their evil deeds! Come 
not thou into their vanities! To their aſſembly, 
mine Honour, be not thou united, 


Who can forbear to wonder, as well as lament, 
that Chriſtians, who cannot read a few pages in the 
Goſpel without reading their own indiſpenſible ob- 
ligation to do all the offices of humility and human- 
ity, for the good of others, that Chriſtians, I ſay, 
ſhould be fo much devoted to the love of ſuperio- 
rity, as we may oblerye them every day to be! 
What a contention does there appear in the world 
for power and dominion! What paſſion and re- 
venge for even a ſuppoſed affront, though a placa- 
ble and forgiving temper be an eſſential part of 
chriſtian duty What oppreſſion, which ſometimes 
proceeds ſo far as to rob the poor of their proper- 
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14 
ty bequeathed to them by pious anceſtors, which 
when properly applied, would have contributed to 
their ſupport and comfort! What a prodigions va- 
lue is often ſet upon ſo low a matter as equipage 
and attendance ? It would be tedious to ſpeak, or 
even to think of the vanities and follies of weak 
mortals upon this head, the uneaſineſſes, jealou- 
fies, breaches, and quarrels occaſioned by a love 
of ſuperiority, and the want of chriſtian humility; 
As it is the duty of thoſe entruſted with the educa- 
tion of youth, to inftrutt them in all chriſtian du- 
ties; fo their tender minds ſhould be ſeaſoned with 
this excellent virtue, the practice of which would 
be attended with the happieſt effects to nn in 
general, as well as individuals. 


Let it be be „Ne eh obſerved, that the come 
mon practice of the world, though called Chriſtian, 
is inconſiſtent with the ſtrict rules and precepts deli- 
vered to us by Chriſt and his Apoſtles; ſtrict, Þ 
own, they are, but at the ſame time highly reaſon- 
able, and well calculated to enereaſe the happineſs 
of human life here, as well as lay a glorious foun- 
dation for eternal happineſs hereafter. The bene- 
volent goſpel contains fuch rules, as nature itfelf 
would chuſe, did not our paſſions and appetites, in- 
dulged beyond the bounds of reaſon, ſtrangely mif- 
A us, and the world about us corrupt our hearts. 

W here- 
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| Wherefore if we would be Chriſtians, Chriſtiatis 


indeed, and real diſciples of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
we mult not be conformed to this world, which is 
enmity with God, all the pomps and vanities. of it 
being in dire oppoſition to the pure and amiable 
precepts of the | harmonious goſpel of peace and 
love. Our gracious Lord and Maſter came to 
change the corrupted government of the world with 
regard to piety and virtue, and to eſtabliſh a new 
and holy law; that, as we were vaſſals to ſin before, 
we might now become the free ſubjects of grace; 


and heirs of eternal glory. In agreement with this, 


we find in the gth ch. of Matth. and throughout 
the New Teſtament, that meekneſs, humility, and 
poverty of ſpirit, are requiſite for all thoſe: who 
would be followers of the lowly Jeſus; who tells his 
diſciples, that though the Kings of the Gentiles exer- 
ciſed dominion over them, and they that are great, ex- 
erciſe authority upon them, yet that it ſhould not be ſa 
amongſt his diſciples ; but that he who would be great 
among them, ſhould be their miniſter, and he thab 
would be chief, as he that doth ſerve, 


The cuſtoms of a corrupt world are ſo contrary 
to the genuine ſpirit of chriſtianity, that great poſ- 
ſeſſions and riches, which are ſo eagerly coveted by 
the generality of mankind, are always conſidered 
in the goſpel as dangerous ſnares, as being powers 
ful 


ki 


ful temptations to follies and vices of various kinds. 
And when riches are abuſed, as they frequently are, 
to the vile purpoſes of intemperance and excels, the 
poſſeſſors of them, as obſerved by Biſhop Hoadly, 
incur the guilt of the higheſt ingratitude to God, 
who beſtowed them, and of inhumanity to human 
ſociety. It certainly ſhews a temper of mind di- 
veſted of humanity, to ſquander away in'pomp and 
fantaſtic auuſements large ſums of money, which, 
if kindly and judicioufly diſpoſed of, would admi- 
niſter relief and comfort to numbers of our diſtreſſ- 
ed and induſtrious brethren. The whole ſtrain of 
the bleſſed goſpel, as it has a natural tendency in 
general to promote the praftice of all virtue and 
goodneſs, ſo more particularly inculcates benevo- 
lence and charity in all its branches, enforced by 
the moſt endearing motives of the ineſtimable ble 
ings offered to mankind by God, through Jeſus 
Chriſt. The conſideration of thoſe virtues, which 
the Saviour of the world accounted the glory of his 
own life, ſhould influence Chriſtians to excel in 
them; to put on meekneſs, humility, and conde- 
ſcenſion for the good of others, and all pride and 
paſſion, and uncharitableneſs, ſhould be checked 


and ſubdued by the power of religion, and din grins" 


lineſs of the contrary virtues, 


Let 
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Leet him, who is a ſerious believer in God and 
Chriſt, be transformed by the renewing of his 
mind. Nothing ſurely but want of conſideration, 
can ſuffer probationers for eternity to conſume that 
time, graciouſly allotted them by their creator, for 
the working out their ſalvation, in idle and vicious 
" purſuits; that time, which is haſting on, and will 
ſoon convey us- all into eternity. Beſides, to a 
mind rightly diſpoſed, what mean and beggarly 
charms are all the pomp and pride of life? As tri- 
' fling and inſignificant, as a rattle, or an hobby- 
horſe to a Locke, or a Newton. It is the obſerva- 
tion of an ingenious author, that the more any man 
is advanced in underſtanding, the more he diſre- 
gards outward ſhew and oſtentation; ſo that in the 
eyes of wiſe men, all the grand appearances of hu- 
man pride, make but a mean and contemptible fi- 
gure. - A perſon who values himſelf merely-for his 
outward ſhew, is really an object of pity: Whilſt 
he, who has his mind transformed by the influence 
of reaſon and religion, is happy indeed, happy 
within, as having learnt to be content in whatſo- 


ever ſtate Providence has placed him. 


If a proſperous and plentiful fortune be thy lot, 
be thou conſtantly upon thy guard, leſt vain com- 
pany, and the ſhame and faſhion of a corrupt 


world, withdraw thy mind from the duty of a chriſ- 
| tian 
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tian, and ſo thou 1 tempted . to follow a. multitude. 


to do euil. Conſider that thou art formed. by the 
great Creator, with reaſon and; underſtanding to 


judge for thyſelf, and direct thy ways by the pow- 
erful, aſſiſtances derived from the goſpel of Chriſt, 
which will comfort and ſuppart, thee, under difficult 
trials. How contrary to the pride of life, was the 
example of the humble, ]cſus, . and indeed, the 


vuhole tenor of the goſpel? If thou art called by that 
glorious name of Chriſtian, do not deceive thyſelf 


becauſe thou beareſt the Nominals, and. art with 
others preſſing forward to the high prize of opulen 


ey and grandeur, digniſying and exalting each. 


other, according to the ſplendor of his figure and 
accumulated wealth ; and at the ſame time have no 
other claim to the venerable name of Chriſtian, 
but that. of: being Dorn and bred in a ClyRizn 
country. LEY 

| But look thou into the goſpel, and therein find 
thy leſſon, and ſee without reluctance, the humble 
part aſſigned, thee; viz. Poverty of ſpirit, meek- 
neſs, merciſulneſs, hungering and. thirſting after 
righteouſneſs, a readineſs to relieve the diſtreſſes of 


thy fellow oreatures, even of, thy enemies them- 


ſelyes,, if an occaſion ſhould require thy aſſiſtance. 

This is a ſcheme worthy of the prince ol Peace, and 

We be e jayſully embraced. by all his faithful ſub- 
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jekls, as leading them to that peace, which the 
world cannot give, nor take away. Such an ami- 
able diſpoſition will produce contentment in an 
humble ſituation; and if the great Sovereign of the 
univerſe ſhould entruſt them, as his ſtewards, with 
the riches of this world, this chriſtian temper will 
induce them to employ the bounty of heaven to 
thoſe good purpoſes, for which it was deſigned: 
They will be faithful and diligent in the diſtribution 
of it, to the honour of the ſupreme Benefaftor, the 
encouragement of virtue, and the rehef of his dif- 
treſſed ſervants. The pleaſure, comfort, and joy 
arifing from ſuch a conduct, are vaſtly greater and 
more delightful, than all the outward pomp and 
ſplendor that this world affords, and all that pride 
of life which the goſpel condemns. And what has 
the vain world to be proud of? For who is it that 
makes thee to differ, and what haſt thou, that thou didit 
not receive! Which, if not diſpoſed of with grati- 
tude and honour.to the glory of the moſt gracious 
Donor, but on the contrary, to the ſupport of ſa- 
tan's kingdom, muſt be ſtrictly accounted for; for 
mighty men ſhall be mightily tormented, 


But to proceed farther upon this ſubjett: By 
making the goſpel the confiſtant rule of our faith 
and practice, we ſhould prove what is that good and 
acceptable and perfect will of God, whoſe goodneſs is 

diffuſed 
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diffuſed through the whole creation, and has fo 


kindly provided for his creatures, that if every one 
would diligently obſerve and praQtiſe the golden 


rules he has ſo graciouſly ſet before them in his holy 


goſpel, and written in ſuch plain characters, that 
he who runs may read them, every one might be as 


happy as this world could make him. What can 
be a more glorious, a more amiable ſcene, than - 


when every perſon looks upon himſelf as a member 
ofthe ſociety of mankind, and conſequently obliged 
by the cleareſt reaſon, as well as the plain precepts 
of the goſpel, to be to all others what he deſires 
they ſhould be to him? How mult happineſs circu- 
late about the earth; when every particular perſon 
is true, juſt and faithful in the whole commerce of 
life, and meets with the ſame returns from all the 
world? This muſt neceſſarily produce mutual truſt 
and confidence, and diffuſe friendſhip through 
eyery place. And in ſuch bleſſed circumſtances 
the earth would become a paradiſe of delights ; 
tranquility, peace, and joy would reign inthe hearts 
of the worthy inhabitants; inſomuch, that even 
this mortal ſtate would be a fort of anticipation of 
that new heaven and new earth, wherein righteoul- 
neſs is to dwell for ever, and to which happy ſtate 
they would be tranſlated through the exuberant 
goodneſs of the benevolent Creator. But on the 
other band, according to the expreſs threatnings 
CY -- denounced 
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enouneed in the goſpel, the workers of iniquity 
who continue fuch through the whole courſe of 
their lives, have nothing to expect but indignation 
ant wrath; Wibilation and anguiſh, Wherefore, 
my Chriſtian brethren, as he that called you, is ho- 
ly, ſo be je holy in all manner of converſation, Con- 
ſider that there is no proportion between things fi- 
nite and infinite temporal and eternal; that it will 
be unſpcakably a greater happineſs at the great day 
to be judged worthy of the meaneſt portion of that 
eternal inheritance, where neither moth nor ruſt doth 
corrupt, and where thieves do not "break through and 
ſteal, than to be put in poſſeſſion of all the ſhort- 
| lived empires of the world, and of all thoſe trauſi- 
| tory riches, which of themſelves moulder away in a 
few years into that duſt, from whetice they were ori- 
ginally taken; that it is even an infinitely greater 
pleature in this world to ſave a ſoul from death, by 
converting a finner from the error of his ways, 
than ſenſual and voluptuous perſons ever find in the 
| higheſt gratification of ſenſe, or , worldly minds in 
; the poſſeſſion and enjoyment of the largeſt trea- 
ſures. eee I | 


And let us humbly beſeech the Father of mer- 
cies, that we may lee the emptineſs of pomp and 
vanity, and the contradiction that is in themito the 
Chriſtian character; and what he would be graci- 

oully 
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ouſly pleaſed to diſpoſe our minds to ſuch a temper 


as may induce us to look upon riches and honours 


in no other view, but as greater opportunities to 


diſplay our gratitude to the ſupreme Benelactor, 
by doing all the good we can to our fellow crea- 
tures ; and, by thus conforming ourlelves to the an- 
gelic hymn, ſung by the heavenly hoſt, at the nati- 
vity of the humble Saviour, we may bring glory to 
God on high, and on earth «ans and good-will to men. 
Amen. Amen. 


AN 
ArpENDIx to the foregoing Diſcourſe, 


Onſider thy ways, is a leſſon of grgat impor- 

tance,” as the more the pomps and plealures of 
a gay and ſplendid life are looked into and conſi- 
dered, the more empty and fantaſtic will they ap- 
pear; their enchanting art and deluſion will vaniſh 
away, and then:they-become tranſparent, and ap- 
pear in their genuine colours of folly-and vanity, 


As to the accuſtomed amuſements that bear the 
name of diverſions, it may he juſtly ſuſpected, that 
they are more followed as being eſteemed faſhion- 
able, than for any real pleaſure found in them; or 
I perhaps 
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perhaps to get rid of ſelf, who cannot ſupport ſoli- 


tude. 


In high life, diſſipation ſeems the one thing ne- 
ceſſary, and it is of little conſequence what the 
bauble is which runs away with time, or devours 
thought, It is to be feared, that many perſons 
have no idea af a ſerene mind and home enjoyment; 
and even thoſe that are well diſpoſed to this com- 
fortable way of life, dare not ſtand the teſt of being 
thought ſingular. How melancholy is it to fee wile 
perſons borne down by the ſarcaſms of fools? How 
lamentable this cowardice, when they are well aſ- 
ſured their happineſs is at ſtake, and yet cannot 
prevail upon themſelves to turn out of the broad 
way ? 


All perſons, even thoſe who are engaged in the 


moſt active ſcenes of life, may find time enough for 


ſerious thoughts upon the precious promiſes, ſet 
forth in beautiful variety by Chriſt and his apoſtles, 
and likewiſe the true and only method of being 
made partakers of the heavenly kingdom : Which, 
if attentively conſidered, and purſued with diligent 
perſeverance, has a natural tendency to fix their af- 
fections on ſuch things, as eye hath not ſeen, nor car 
heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man to 
concerve, This is ſo far from breaking in upon the 
| uſeful 


„ | 
uſeful buſineſs of life, that it will be an excellent 
means to promote the execution of it to greater ad- 
vantage and ſucceſs, if diligence, faithfulneſs, ſtri& 
honeſty, and integrity, are well calculated. as they 
certainly are, to produce thoſe effetts: The buſi- 
neſs of the world, and the innocent: diverſions of it, 
purſued with a due ſubordination to, and conſiſt- 
ence with the grand intereſt of eternal glory, adds 
to all the accommodations and comfortable things of 
this preſent life the utmoſt ſatisfaction they are ca- | 
pable of affording. If we conſider man as a rati- | 
onal being, and a probationer for eternity, furniſh- | | 
ed with divine injunctions, that tend to his well be- | 
ing here during the time of his, probation, as well 
as to his certain bliſs hereaſter; is it not very aſto- 
niſhing, that in direct oppoſition to reaſon and haps 
pineſs, he will perſiſt in the practice of vice, ak 
though the difficulties and miſchiefs that uſually at- 
tend it, are much greater than any trouble and 
pains which virtue in general requires, and virtue 
naturally tends to make the poſſeſſor and all around 
him eaſy and happy, and vice the contrary? Oh! 
what blindneſs and folly infatuate the ſinful world, 
who negleRt ſo great advantages. 


1 


I would juſt add with noel to thoſe! minds that 
are accuſtomed to ſerious thoughts, and are capa- 
ble of intellectual reſearches, that they have it in 

| | their 
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their power to procure a great variety of refined 
amuſements, and ſo may eaſily acquire a proper 
diſlike to the vain follies of faſhion and pleaſure: 
As they have the ſeeds of true taſte ſown within 
them, they will ſpring up and flouriſh in thoſe. pur- 
ſuits that are moſt rational, and 88 2 of our 


higheſt regard. 


Some Reflections on the Lord's Day. 


T H E day on which our Lord was raiſed from 
the dead by his God and Father, ought to be 
remembered by men throughout all generations, 
becauſe it ſully compleated the divine plan which 
God had formed for the ſalvation of the world. 
Chriſtians therefore have the higheſt reaſon to ſo- 
lemnize this day with gladneſs each returning week, 
by ceaſing from labour, and giving themſelves up 
to holy meditation, and other exerciſes of devo- 
tion. The redemption of mankind which they 
commemorate, affords matter for eterna! thoughts, 
being a ſubjeRt of infinite importance, not to be ex- 
hauſted by length of time, or frequent reviewing, 
the luſtre of which reſembles that of the ſun, though 
ſo often ſhining before our eyes, yet it does not ap- 
pear leſs glorious or luminous upon this account : 
So the benefits which we celebrate after ſo many 
ages, Are as freſh and beautiful as ever, and will 
0 continue 
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ebntinue to be ſo, flouriſhing in the memories of 
all reaſonable n mne . e ages 
of N f N f | ky 1 6 
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A PRAYER proper to be uſed befote we 
enter upon Divine Service. 


TOST holy and omniſcient being, who ſeell 

the moſt inward receſſes of our ſouls, in vain 
do we approach thy courts, or proſtrate ourſelves 
before thee. without an ardent deſire to fulfil thy di- 
vine will, as ſet forth to us in the goſpel of thy dear 
Son. O grant us thy grace, that we may in thought, 
word. and deed, perform an univerſal obedience 
to thy holy laws, through the ſame thy Son, Chriſt 
Jeſus our Lord. Amen. 


A PRAYER proper to be uſed at coming 
into Church. 


\REAT Lord of heaven and earth, before | 
whom the cherubims vail their faces, and 
the powers of heaven tremble, make me to enter- 
tain the moſt awful thoughts of thy divine preſence 
and glorious Majeſty. O grant me the ſpirit of 
true devotion, that I may with attention and reve- 
rence addreſs myſelf to thee: Then ſhall my pray- 
D _ 


r 
ers aſcend up as incenſe before thee, and the lift. 
ing up my hands and heart be an acceptable ſacri- 
fice to thee my God, in the name and through the 
mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, my Lord and Saviour. 


n 
| i 
1 * 
' © > F tn i ; 8p "311 
nn . ( Mia tn 93 600 
1 ' 
$ 
$13 b 355 
ot t ' 
i * = 1 p F 4 „ * #" 4 14 7 
f oF f 1 
Ss 1 „ 
— 8 * * 71 5 p20 7 Cc! 
* - TO! ' ; / 
- 4 
- 9 
4 4 F 
- 
” * N b | Fe * 1 0 1 . 
101 a | LIES TEI # bro l L #1 by N \ 
1 
= 11 F 4 Tis $21 & 1 
* . . 5 
mn 19 »J + Þ- 1 it p 1 
©, 3 1 i 1 ; . 4 M$ 0 
| | , F 1 4 91 1 14 #3 I 
. 
fp - 4 1 1 ( } 7 57 ( s 
ws c 
* 4 » 1% 
- 7 " 77. 1. 4 - 
* . " 1 12 J | 1 - 13526 I"! 


A ſhort Account of the Nature and Deſign 
of the Lok 's SurrER with ſuitable 
Meditations, and a Prayer. 


r . 


FF appears plainly from the writers of the New, 

Teſtament, who give an account of the inſtitu»; 
tion of the Lord's Supper; viz. Matten, Mark, 
Luke, and St. Paul, that the grand leading purpoſe, 
of the Lord's Supper, was to keep up, a religiqus, 
memorial of the death of Chriſt. This is evident 
from the words of the inſtitution. This is my body 
which i ts given for you; ; this do in "remembrance of me. | 
Luke: xxii. 19. To which if we add the oblerva- 
tion of St. Paul, that. as often as we eat this bread, 
end drink this cup, we do Jhew the Lord' death ell le 
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cipal y view of our . in this ane Was to. 
maintain in all ages of the church, a ſtanding com- 
memoratioh of his obedience to the will of God, 
and his affection to ſinners, by enduring a bitter 
and ſcandalous death upon the croſs. . It was in- 
tended that » we ſhould. make public acknowledge- 
D 2 ment 
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ment of, and ſeriouſly conſider this grand fatt, that 
the Meſſiah ſuffered unto death, with minds deeply 
affected at the contemplation of a ſcene of ſuch 
mighty importance, 


Again, it was the deſign of the Lord's Supper, 
that we ſhould exhibit a general teſtimony of our 
faith in Chriſt. our voluntary acceptance of his re- 
ligion. and our ſubjection to his holy laws. When 
our Saviour ordered the wine to be drank, as a re- 
preſentation of the covenant confirmed by his 
blood, it muſt certainly have been bis purpoſe, 
that by this rite we ſhould be led to conſider the 
nature of that covenant, and give our ſolemn aſſent 
10 its demands, N | 


Another view of the Lord's Supper, was to teſ- 
tify the connexion we have with each other, as dif- 
ciples of the ſame Lord and Maſter, Jeſus Chriſt, 
and obliged upon that account to maintain a mu- 
tual affettion and charity. The cup of bleſfrng which 
we bleſs, is it not the communion, or joint partak- 
ing of the blood of Chriſt ? The bread which we break, 
is il not the communion, or joint-partaking of the bo- | 
dy of Chriſt. For we being many, are one bread and 
one body, for we are all partakers of that one bread. 
1 Cor. x. 16, 17, We acknowledge ourſelves as 
Chriſtians to be nearly and intimately related, to 

conſtitute 
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conſtitute one entire ſociety, diſtin from the reſt 
of the world, and obliged by virtue of this unibn to 
be kind, tender he:rted, and placable, as God in 
Chrin tath forgiven us, | 

Queſtions proper to be peta to o himſelf by 
any ſerious perlon, naturaliy 1 this plain 
n. account of the Err: W 70 451 

Am 1 fo ſenſible of the Os binds which 
Jeſus Chriſt, in obedience to the will of his God 
and Father hath performed for mankind; and par- 
ticularly of the grand inſtance of affection he exhi- 
bited on the crols, as earneſtly to deſire that I may 
ever maintain a pious and grateful N bf 

mind upon this een? | 


Do : fo rmly believe in him as the king and 
head of the church, that I would willingly be ſaved 


by him in the method of repentance and univerſal 
holineſs, which he 1 commanded ? ? 


Have I ſuch a due 1 the covenant eſtabliſhed 
by my Saviour's blood, as to employ. my beſt en- 
deavours to comply with the conditions on which it 
is graciouſly offered to mankind ; namely, either 
to live in the uniform practice of all chriſtian vir» 
utes ; or, in caſe of any wilful tranſgreſſion, not to 


ſuffer 
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ſuffer/it to grow into a habit of ſin, but recover 
myſelf by m—_ my and actual amend- 
ef We 7! Af. bon 136065; 


Have I fo far entered inro the true ſpirit of 
chriſtianity as to) exerciſe the god-like virtue of 
univerſal benevolence, and more eſpecially, pecu- 
bar love and charity to Chiriſtians of all denomina- 
tions, as owning the ſame Lord and Maſter Jeſus 
Chriſt, who has laid his diſciples under the ſtrongeſt 
abligations to live in n peace, and an 

"IF 6 ba trim 1 1G 
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'Y Cap: I appealito the Almighty,. 15 inane the 
ſecrets of our hearts; for the-lincerity; of theſe pro- 
ſeſſions, and that I am in earneſt determined to 
have my converſation ſuch, as becometh the gol- 
pel of Chriſt, whom I thus — and 
Lord and Maſter? 


1 


* * 


105 Chriſtian needs not any length of time to 
aſſure his heart of his ſincerity; in which caſe he is 
well qualified to partake of the Lord's Supper, and 
to perform any other e offices 2 of 
OE. 1 lte 


A Medi: 
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A Meditation that may be ſuitably uſed 
at any Tame preceding the Participa+, 
tion of the Lord's Supper ; or, indeed 
at other Times, with Wach _ Os 

u Alterations and Omiſſions. 


volt I ms b. J oig bas notgginag ien 
og Ohl my ſonl, from this inſerior Erber 
things, from all its pleaſures, and all its purſuits, 
eee ee e ee and bis. Son 
Jeſus Chriſt. Let me meditate upon that infinite 
grace of God, which conrived the amazing plan 
that diſplays pardon, peace, and endleſs happinels 
to ſo-undeſerving a creature as thou art. Recol- 
lett that ſurprizing condeſcenſion and tenderneſs ar 
the Redeemer, Which induced him to bring dawn 
ſalvation from heaven to darth. Call to mind the 
admirable ioſtruttions he delivered, the hriglu 
pattern he exhibited, the hard labours and * 
ings he endured in the courle of his miniſt 
More ctpecialy call to mind the ignominy, dhe N. 
proaches, the agonies he went through, when he 
hung upon the croſs, and brought in everlaſting 
mercy, Think upon theſe affeding ſubjects, un- 
til thy heart is filled with forrow for thy iniquitięs: 
until ihy faith becometh lively, active, and fr dit. 
ful; until thy gratitude and love are elevated to 
the * pitch; until thy W is rendered 


uniform, 
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uniform, . ſteady, and compleat. Haſt thou, 0 
my God. and parent of all rational beings, and alt- 
| thor of univerſal nature, ſo Woſtriouſly manifeſted 
thy compaſſion to ſinners, /as not to ſpare thy own 
Son? Haſt thou ſent the Saviour into ibis lower 
world, in order to raiſe the children of men to im- 
mortaliiy, perſettion, and glory? And am I now 
called upon to celebrate that inſtitution which re- 
quires me to commemorate the painful and ſcan- 
dalous death of the Son of God, to declare in pub- 
lic my acceptance of his excellent revelation, and 
my kind regards to my Chriſtian brethren? May 
then the remembrance of his beneficence dwell 
upon my mind and my tongue for ever and ever! 
May I conſider and comply with the terms of his 
goſpel; and may the ſentiments of kindneſs and 
charity towards all my fellow creatures reign, —_ 
d with e zeal and ardour. 2 


The nn RR wins We 1 
ful after the Participation of the Lords 
Supper. U 80 


8 U CH views n p proper to ots our 

fouls with, when we partake of the Lord's 
Supper. But let it be always deeply fixed in our 
winds, that the eftetts of our me pious meditae 
tons 
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tions ought to appear in our lives and converſations; 
The bleſſed Jefus did not ordain it as a mere Ceres. 
mony, or a charm, but as a proper method to eſ- 
tabliſh in our hearts ſuch good diſpoſitions, as might 
effeQually influence our prattice. Though chere. 
fore we have obeyed the Redeemer's command in 
this appointment, and have performed this duty, in 
a manner, and with diſpoſitions. ſuitable to the de- 
figh and nature of it, yet more is required at our 
hands; we are ſtrictly obliged to adorn our lives 
with exemplary holinefs, and walk worthy of that 
glorious name, by which we are called : We ſhould 
fake all poſſible pains'to abound in that heavenly 
charakter and temper, which his ſpotleſs example 
ſo powerfully recommends. This is the only me- 
thod, whereby we can render the participation of 
the Lord's Supper ſubſervient to the grand purpoſe 
of eternal life, and make it inſtrumental in qualify- 
ing us for ſharing in the dignity and e N oy 
ſeſſed by our exalted Saviour. | 


A PRAYER that may be uſed after having 
partook of the Lord's Supper, or * 
other ſolemn Occaſions. 
O R D GOD, WiN and a long 
ſuffering and abundant in goodnels and truth, 


keeping mercy for thouſands, forgiving iniquity, 
E tranſ- 
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tranſgreſſion, and ſin; forgive my innumerable 
follies and tranſgreſſions upon the terms and condi- 
tions, which thy holineſs and mercy have laid 
down in the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. Whatever mo- 
ral imperfections are ſtill remaining in me, direct 
me to the knowledge of them, and to the proper 
means of removing them. Whenever I wander 
from thee, thou eternal fountain of light and truth, 
ſhew me my error, though it ſhould be neceſſary 
to do it by fatherly correction. Direct me to the 
right improvement of all the aſſiſtances thou haſt 
afforded me for purifying and perfecting my na- 
ture. Teach me to underſtand clearly, to believe 
firmly, to value juſtly, and comply fincerely with 
that laſt and brighteſt revelation thou haſt given me 
by Jeſus Chriſt. Give me a juſt ſenſe of the un- 
merited and wonderful friendſhip of the Son of 
God ; who though rich, yet for our ſakes became 
poor, and man, and ſuffered and died, that he 
might deliver us from ſin and miſery, ſet open the 
gates of immortality before us, and condutt us into 
the preſence of God, Teach me to obey his di- 
vine inſtruftions; to copy after his ſpotlefs exam- 
ple; to offer up to thee through him, as my medi- 
ator, acceptable ſacrifices of prayers and thankſ- 
givings; and to expett the forgiveneſs of my fins 
upon my ſincere amendment. Let the conſider- 


ation of thy love and mercy in appoiming him to 
| be 


1 


de the Saviour of men, inſpire me with humble 
conhdence of being reſtored by him to the enjoy- 
ment of thy favour. Carry me ſtill forwards, O 
heavenly Father, by all the methods of thy provi - 
dence and grace in the paths of righteouſneſs, until 
I become qualified to be tranſplanted into the world 
of ſpirits, where I ſhall live in everlaſting ſecurity 
from all danger ; where I ſhall no more bewail the 
darkneſs of my underſtanding, and the diſorder of 
my heart: But where I ſhall ſee thee, my glonous 
Maker, ſurrounded with ineffable delights; where 
I ſhall love thee entirely, rejoice in thee triumph- 
antly, and celebrate thy praiſes to all eternity. And 
all this I earneſtly beg in the name, and through the 
mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, who hath * us when 
we pray, to lay, 


Our Father which art in heaven, &c. 
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